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FAST FACTS
Founded:
1921 Oldest Independent School in Florida

Students:
490
Lower School - 260 (Ages 2 through grade 3)
Upper School - 230 (Grades 4 through 9)
Retention rate over the last five years 93%   

Full-time Faculty:
Lower Campus 36 
Upper Campus  36

Faculty with advanced degrees:
80%

TIAA-CREF Contribution:  
10%

Health Insurance:   
Approximately 80%

Administrative Staff:   
9

Student/teacher ratio:
6 to 1

High School Credit Courses Offered: 
Algebra I Accelerated and Honors 
Algebra II Honors 
Geometry Honors 
Spanish I 
Mandarin I

Accreditations: 
Florida Council of Independent Schools
Florida Kindergarten Council

Financial Aid Awards: 
21% of student body receiving aid
$1,496,773 Awarded 

Interscholastic Sports:    
Grades 5-9
Fall I - Girls Volleyball / Boys Flag Football
Fall II - Girls Basketball / Boys Soccer
Winter - Girls Soccer / Boys Basketball
Spring - Girls Field Hockey/ Boys Lacrosse

In addition the school has a competitive 
tennis and golf team, and annual father-son 
and mother-daughter softball games.

Palm Beach Day Academy
Upper Campus

241 Seaview Avenue
Palm Beach, FL  33480

(561) 655-1188

Lower Campus
1901 South Flagler Drive

West Palm Beach, FL  33401
(561) 832-8815www.pbday.org

HEAD OF UPPER SCHOOL
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HEAD OF UPPER SCHOOL
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Palm Beach Day Academy, Palm Beach, Florida
Coed Day School

490 students Ages 2 through Ninth Grade
230 students grades 4 through 9 on Upper Campus
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The Upper Campus of Palm Beach Day Academy presents an exceptional opportunity for an 
experienced administrator to continue the positive momentum that has been built among a 
talented faculty.  The school is well poised for an exciting future. 

THE POSITION

•     Oversee and promote the individual well-being of students in the Upper School (grades 4 
through 9)

•     Cultivate and nurture the talents of an exceptionally committed and experienced faculty; 
enhance the culture of life-long learning among faculty

•     Assume overall responsibility for all aspects of the division, including faculty recruitment and 
supervision, professional development, curriculum planning, budget oversight, and academic 
and extracurricular programs

•     Work closely with the Senior Administrative Team contributing to a sense of unity between the 
two campuses, a smooth transition for students, and a cohesive sense of one school

•     Work closely with the Director of Admission and Director of 
Development in their enrollment, marketing, and fund raising 
efforts

•     Communicate with parents regularly about Division events, the 
mission of the school, and pertinent issues that might arise
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MISSION  
     The foundation of the Palm Beach Day 
Academy’s program is the education of our 
students in an academically challenging and 
compassion rich environment that guides 
each child toward personal excellence of 
mind, body and character.  At all levels, our 
students will be –

Challenged to Excel
 Empowered to Act 
Prepared to Lead

VISION
Portrait of a PBDA Graduate

     Our graduates are empowered to 
fulfill their individual potentials in their 
immediate school futures and beyond. They 
are prepared for acceptance and success at 
appropriate, excellent secondary schools.  
As they move on, they will take with them 
the richness of our school family.
They will have: 
•  been inspired by an environment of 

thoughtful excellence, humble respect,  
mutual care and support, and the highest 
expectations. 

•  learned the value of focused thinking and 
sustained effort. 

•  developed keen minds, capable of com-
plex thought leading to articulate  self-
expression. 

•  learned to respect all opponents, in vic-
tory or defeat.

•  developed genuine compassion.
•  gained an understanding of their respon-

sibility for the health of our planet.
•  developed an understanding of their self-

worth and their role in a changing world. 

     Mostly, they will have gained a powerful, 
enduring confidence that can only belong 
to those who have met genuine challenges 
through their own efforts in a supportive 
community.  It is a confidence that allows 
our graduates to meet future challenges, to 
persevere past setbacks and obstacles, to 
know their own minds yet allow for dif-
fering viewpoints, to adapt to changing 
circumstances, to be thoughtful, generous 
and kind, and to choose their own paths to 
meaningful lives.

Core Values
We believe in encouraging children to strive for excellence in all 
areas of their lives - academics, athletics, the arts, society, and 
personal character.

We believe that children learn best when they are honored as 
individuals in an environment that is both challenging and 
supportive.

We believe the relationship and interaction between the teacher 
and student is one of the most powerful factors in a student’s 
learning, and, therefore, PBDA recruits and supports the best 
and the brightest to teach our children.  

We believe that the ability to communicate when speaking, 
writing, or listening is important in all academic settings as well 
as in multiple settings throughout a lifetime.

We believe in the importance of understanding what it is to be a 
part of a community and to give to others.

We believe in modeling and teaching traits such as integrity, 
honesty, and responsibility that encourage our students to make 
good choices and pursue lives of meaning.

We believe our changing world requires us to prepare our 
children for a technological and global society.

We believe that we can and should teach children to think 
critically and creatively and to develop their abilities to solve 
problems and make decisions in preparation for living in a 
democratic society.
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THE HISTORY OF PALM BEACH DAY ACADEMY
“The 2006 merger of Palm Beach Day School and The Academy of the Palm Beaches has created an incredible 

jewel of a school, Palm Beach Day Academy.”
FCIS Accreditation Committee – 2010

On Thursday, February 
16, 2006, the Boards 
of Directors of Palm 
Beach Day School and 

The Academy of the Palm Beaches 
announced their decision to merge 
two schools, Palm Beach Day School 
and The Academy of the Palm 
Beaches. Both boards agreed that 
joining the two schools would result 
in an institution that was greater 
than the sum of its parts.  The merger 
became official on July 1st of 2006 
and the new two-campus school 
received the first Palm Beach Day 
Academy students in September.  
   Palm Beach Day Academy’s history 
began in 1921 with the establishment 
of two schools, the Palm Beach 
School for Boys and the Palm Beach 
School for Girls. The schools were 
originally limited to the elementary 
grades, but soon, each included a 
kindergarten and a high school.  Both 
schools had a short term, from 
December to March, which met the 
needs of winter residents. 
     During the 1920’s the term was 

lengthened to include November 
and all of March to accommodate 
longer staying residents. The 
students followed course outlines 
sent by their northern schools so 
that they were able to return to 
their homes in the spring and rejoin 
classmates there.  In 1930, a group 
of parents combined the two schools 
into one and called it Palm Beach 
Private School. In 1931, an Art Deco 
style building was constructed at 
241 Seaview Avenue.  As more of 
Palm Beach Private School families 
became year-long residents, the 
school extended its term from 
September to June, but continued to 
accommodate winter term students. 
As the student body grew, so did the 
facilities to include the Matthews 
Auditorium, Wean Library and the 
Halmos Activities Center.  Many 
deep traditions were built through 
the years, including the eighty year 
rivalry between the school’s two 
teams, Pelicans and Flamingos. 
The school changed its name to 
Palm Beach Day School in 1966, but 

continued its tradition of excellent 
preparation for secondary school and 
beyond.  
     The Children’s House of the Palm 
Beaches was founded by a group of 
dedicated parents in May of 1981. 
The school opened on September 10, 
1981, for children between the ages 
of two and six.  In 1994, following 
the acquisition of its own facilities, 
the Children’s House changed its 
name to The Academy of the Palm 
Beaches and expanded its mission 
to encompass a Pre-primary (age 2), 
a Primary program (ages 3-6), and 
an Elementary program (grades 1-6) 
and finally added a Middle School 
Program for 7th and 8th Graders in 
2004.
  Since the creation of Palm Beach 
Day Academy, the focus has been 
on improving facilities, maintaining 
the school’s many deep and long-
standing traditions, and making 
curriculum adjustments that embrace 
the school’s time-tested methods 
and the requirements of a rapidly 
changing world.  

After Palm Beach Day Academy
Ninety-eight percent of our graduating 8th or 9th graders are 
accepted into one of their first choice schools.

The largest percentage of our graduates attend the Most 
Competitive colleges as ranked by Barrons.

Schools our graduates most commonly attend are the 
following:

Boarding Schools Local Schools
Deerfield Academy The Benjamin School
Phillips Andover Oxbridge Academy
Phillips Exeter Saint Andrew’s School
The Hotchkiss School Suncoast MS&E and IB
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OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

     Looking forward, the new Head of Upper School will:

• have the support of the Head of School, a collaborative faculty 
comprised of many teacher leaders, extremely supportive parents, 
and a student body that is engaged and excited about learning.

• join an exceptionally talented and collaborative Administrative 
Team that meets regularly and provides tremendous professional 
support for one another. 

• serve on a campus with a recently updated facility and a new state 
of the art theater.

• enter a culture of generosity with 100% participation in the Annual 
Fund from faculty, Board of Trustees, and parents. 

• join PBDA shortly after the FCIS Accreditation Review, which 
will provide five years before the next process.  The Accreditation 
report will offer a thorough analysis of the strengths and 
recommendations for growth in all areas of the school.

• be welcomed to a community that takes great pride in its school 
and supports the faculty and administrative team working in close 
partnership for what is best for children.

• lead a school that is known for its strong writing and public 
speaking program as well as a commitment to the arts, and 
athletics that provides competitive sports for all Upper School 
students every day.

• need to keep a talented and experienced faculty inspired, 
energized and committed to their own on-going growth.

• work closely with the Admission Office in recruiting new students 
to the school; particularly those representing diversity.   The 
recession, demographics and an increase of options in the area 
have mandated that more time be put into marketing, recruitment, 
and retention in order to maintain enrollment.

• work closely with the Head of Lower Campus to assure a smooth 
transition from the Lower Campus to the Upper Campus and 
instill a sense of unity between the two campuses. 

• need to understand the delicate balance of teacher autonomy with 
coherent experience for students. 

    A recently developed Long Range Strategic Plan will provide 
valuable information about the vision for the school.  All constituents 
were involved in the process of the development of the plan and are 
enthusiastic about implementing it.

The Palm Beaches

Palm Beach Day Academy is located 
on two campuses that are 1.3 
miles apart across the intra-coastal 

waterway.  The Lower Campus is in West 
Palm Beach, while the Upper Campus is 
on the Island of Palm Beach.  
  Apart from excellent weather year-
round, the Palm Beaches offer many 
recreational and cultural opportunities.  
Palm Beach County is home to six colleges 
and universities.  The Kravis Center for 
the Performing Arts attracts nationally 
and internationally known performances.  
The Norton Museum of Art, Palm Beach 
Zoo at Dreher Park, the South Florida 
Science Museum and the South Florida 

Fair Grounds are all popular family 
attractions that are minutes away from 
both downtowns.
  Palm Beach County is a golfers’ paradise 
and its coastline provides miles of pristine 
beaches.  Annual outdoor events such as 
SunFest and Artigras bring artists and 
performers from around the country.  
Roger Dean Stadium in Jupiter is home 
to the Jupiter Hammerheads and the 
Palm Beach Cardinals.  Also, the St. Louis 
Cardinals and the Miami Marlins conduct 
spring training at the stadium.
  The West Palm Beach International 
Airport is located about eight miles from 
the school.  Interstate 95 and the Florida 
Turnpike connect the area to the Orlando 
attractions and all points north.
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   Palm Beach Day Academy’s
academics, from Pre-Primary to
Ninth Grade, are organized around
a simple formula - superior teachers,
involved parents, excellent facilities, 
and an environment oriented toward 
achievement. There is much more 
to the planning than that, including 
clearly articulated programs, input 
from specialists, and ongoing
professional development. But, those 
are the elements that we believe give 
each child the greatest possibility
for success.
   Palm Beach Day Academy
is committed to hiring, retaining and 
developing the most qualified and
dedicated teachers. Our teachers are 
part of the school family and many
have been with the school for one 
or two decades - some more. They 
know the children as members of 
a family would and are therefore 
part of a broad support system. 
Ongoing monthly professional 
development allows our teachers to 
collaborate, refocus and recharge. 
Low student to teacher ratios and 
flexible performance grouping allow 
each student to receive personal and 

The Educational Program
individualized attention. Our teachers 
fulfill this vital role with care and 
pride.
   Parent involvement is clearly
essential for student success and
Palm Beach Day Academy parents
do their part, and more. Mostly,
they are supportive of the teachers’
efforts, and their children know it.
Children whose learning is well 
supported at home and school
enjoy a clear academic advantage.
Palm Beach Day Academy is dedicated 
to creating a secure, up-to-date, 
stimulating learning environment. The 
school thoughtfully embraces current
classroom technology and provides 
the necessary training to fully utilize 
it. 
  The two meticulously maintained 
campuses enhance everything we do.
Students at Palm Beach Day Academy 
learn in an environment where their 
achievements are highly valued by 
their teachers, parents and peers. 
Individual successes are held in 
high regard and improving students 
are honored along with their most 
successful classmates. Our students 
know that they are in a demanding 
and supportive institution and 
they are rightfully proud of their 

accomplishments.
   As children grow at Palm Beach
Day Academy they benefit daily from 
our simple but time-tested formula. 
We’ve watched hundreds of children 
become competent and compassionate
life-long learners and we are proud of 
each one of them. Those children are the 
reasons we believe in our formula.
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To Apply
Palm Beach Day Academy has engaged the national executive search firm, 
Educational Directions, Incorporated, to assist with the search.  Candidates 
should submit the following documents -

• Cover letter explaining their interest and qualifications for the Head of 
Upper School 

• Current Resume

• Names, e-mail addresses, telephone numbers and relationship to the 
candidate of four confidential references

• Two written personal references

• Statement of Educational or Leadership Philosophy

Electronic submission of materials is required. Candidates should submit all 
information as soon as possible, in a consolidated pdf format to:
Risa Oganesoff Heersche  rheersche@edu-directions.com
Dr. Mathew Heersche  mheersche@edu-directions.com

Qualifications & Qualities of the Head of Upper School
• Graduate study in a relevant field with Masters or Doctorate preferred

• A deep understanding of the unique needs of early adolescents, a natural 
enjoyment of children at this stage, and a full knowledge of appropriate 
curriculum

• Demonstrated leadership and administrative experience

• Passion for bringing people together with the goal of focusing on the needs 
of young people

• Flexibility, vision, communication skills, and sense of humor

• Energy to match the enthusiasm and dedication of a dynamic faculty that 
influences children beyond the classroom and school day

   Palm Beach Day Academy is an equal Opportunity Employer. Qualified 
applicants are considered for employment without regard to age, race, color, 
religion, gender, national origin, disability, or veteran status.
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